324               THE LIFE OF LORD CARSON
He was,  moreover, still recruiting his ravaged health.  He
remained where he was.
In the meanwhile Sir William Robertson had resigned.
Carson, who had upheld him to the best of his ability in the
Cabinet, wrote him a letter which must have been some balm
at least to his wounded spirit. On the 20th February, Lady
Carson notes, " Edward had the most splendid letter from Sir
William Robertson." " Sir Edward," Mrs. Spender wrote to her
husband, " believes in him as we do, and when he wrote to him
to say how sorry he was, etc., he got the most extraordinarily
nice letter back from Sir William, in which he said he had had
a very bad time since Sir Edward left, but that he had meant
to stick it out for the country's sake and did till it became
impossible. It was the letter, Ruby said, of the most high-bred
gentleman, and she thinks he is a wonderful man."